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al A majestic synthesis of two variations that both

culminate in a double-Bishop mate, like two snipers

perfectly coordinated. Also, there is significant
differentiation in the solution (even through
g '%' o N e underpromotion) and in the mating position, in
which the direct control of the black King is

switched with two self-blocks. An exercise of mastery.
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Solution: 1. B¢2!

1....Bxc2 2. Rxa2+ Bc4 3. Bd4! e5 4. Be3 e4 5. Rb6! Ka7 6. ¢7 Ka8 7. c8=B! Ka7 8. Rb4!
Ka8 9. Bb7+ Kb8 10. Bxe4+! Bb5 11. Bxg5 Bxg5+#

1... 5 2. Bxe5 Bxc2 3. Rxa2+ Ba4 4. Rc7! Kb8 5. Rg7! Ka8 6. Rg6! Ka7 7. ¢7 Kb7
(or Ka8) 8. c8=Q+! Ka7 9. Bb8+ Ka8 10. Bc7+ Ka7 11. Rxg5 Bxg5#

B E e B Andrii Sergienko & Ivan Soroka
: P At S#12 (C+ - Brute Force tested)

A

8 & Al The artistic appeal of this selfmate lies in the
& & S beautifully coordinated movement of three
’ > different pieces. Throughout the solution, the black
? ‘ g : Bishop performs a systematic zigzag journey across
1 g 1 the diagonal, while the white queen follows an

= - = & == = = equally organized path and the rook provides the

rhythmic sequence of forcing checks. Rather than relying on tactical surprises, the

problem derives its beauty from the harmonious choreography of these interrelated
manoeuvres.

The final selfmate appears as the inevitable culmination of the preceding geometric
construction, giving the whole play remarkable unity. Although the mechanism is
highly systematic and therefore somewhat predictable once understood, the clarity
and elegance of the coordinated piece movement leave a lasting artistic impression.

Solution: 1. Qf1+ Bf2 2. Rf8+ Keb6 3. Qe2+ Be3 4. Re8+ Kf6 5. Qf3+ Bf4 6. Rf8+ Keb
7. Qed+ Beb 8. Qg6+ Bf6 9. Qe8+ Be7 10. Rf5! Threatening 11.Re5+ Kf6 12.Qf8+ Bxf84



