
FIDE World Cup 2025

in Composing Chess Problems

— Definitive awards —

This PDF file contains the final awards of the FIDE World Cup 2025 in composing. A total of 279

problems and studies have been received. The following table gives a break down of the numbers for the

various sections together with the numbers of prizes, honourable mentions and commendations awarded:

section received awarded

Pr HM Comm

twomovers 25 4 3 4

threemovers 28 3 3 2

moremovers 27 3 5 5

eg studies 43 5 5+2 3

helpmates 50 5 7 6+1

selfmates 26 4 3+1 3+1

heterodox 20 2 2 3

fairies 39 3+1 3 4

retros + pg 21 2 2 4
∑

279 31+1 33+3 34+2

During the claims stage, three problems were found to be unsound (one selfmate and two retros). In

contrast, one study that was deemed to be unsound is now included in the award. One helpmate and one

retro turned out to partially anticipated. The awards have been adjusted by the judges accordingly. Also,

there have been objections regarding the originality of the winner of the moremover section which the

judge rejected as unjustified.

Winners:

section Gold medal Silver medal Bronze medal

twomovers Gvozdják Murashev Vasylenko

threemovers Shavyrin Doukhan Kusovkov

moremovers Banaszek Shavyrin Gavrilovski

eg studies Pasman Minski Arestov

helpmates Klemanič Gavryliv Petković

selfmates Gvozdják Oganesjan Richter

heterodox Petković Turevski Linß

fairies Tribowski Shankar Ram Dyachuk

retros + pg Prentos Hambros Parrinello

Notes: Two awards have not been translated into English. Given the availability of tools like DeepL and

Google Translate, I consider a translation unnecessary.

Some solutions in the studies section are very short. The full solutions provided by the authors can be

found in the PGN-file distributed with this award.

Torsten Linß (worldcupcomposing2025@gmail.com) Hagen, 1 November 2025

mailto:worldcupcomposing2025@gmail.com


Heterodox problems

— Award by Vlaicu Crişan —

I received from the FIDE World Cup Director a file containing 20 entries presented in an anonymous

format. I expected to see a variety exploring many underused heterodox stipulations in the competition.

However, it turned out that 90% of entries were helpselfmates.

Being the first person to judge this newly created section, I think it is important to begin with some the-

oretical remarks about heterodox problems. The announcement stipulates that in this group are accepted

all compositions adhering to standard chess rules: no fairy pieces and/or conditions, with Black and

White moving alternatingly on a standard 8x8 chessboard, with any stipulations that don’t fall in other

established categories.

I strongly believe that all A→B compositions, including Shortest Proof Games and ortho-reconstruc-

tions, must be also treated as heterodox compositions. These are currently included in the Retros section,

although they don’t respect the main character of genuine retro compositions. A genuine retro composi-

tion is characterized by a known diagram [initial] position, an unknown final position and a backwards

direction of play. Although I am aware this view might not be shared by many retro aficionados, it

should at least give them some food for thought.

Within the heterodox category we can also encounter several unusual aims: stalemate, check, capture,

field occupation and even giving mate with a certain piece. All these stipulations deserve to be explored,

as they give an opportunity to unleash composers’ creativity. My hope is that composers reading the

present award will get stimulated to get away from the well-trodden paths when participating in the

heterodox section in the next edition of the FIDE World Cup.

After this short theoretical digression, let’s turn our attention to the competition. The overall quality was

below my expectations, compared to the high standards set by the previous editions of this prestigious

tournament. I decided to discard the entries which fail to make usage of all figures in all phases or show

some already known patterns and those which don’t have a strategic content good enough to retain in

the award. For the remaining entries, I propose the following classification.

Nikola Petković

Gold medal
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(9+8)hs#4.5 b) –
g5

1st Prize: no. 10

The most ambitious composition from the tournament, scoring high

marks for both technical merit and artistic impression. There are

three pairs of pieces mutually exchanging their roles – the theme of

the 9th Romanian Tzuica tournament – in diagonal-orthogonal corre-

spondence:

1st pair wRd6–wBe4:

Guard of g6 / Passive annihilation in B1 by the black mating piece.

2nd pair wRe8–wBh2:

Active sacrifice in W5 after occupying the vacated square in B2 / Play

on e5 in W4 to guard black King flight(s).

3rd pair bRe7–bBf4:

Front piece of the fully constructed black battery / Rear piece of the

fully constructed black battery.

The play has many subtle points, with genuine interplay dictating the order of moves by both sides. The

twinning and the overall construction are also good.

a) 1...T:e4+ (Tb7+?) 2.Ka3 Tb4 (Le3?) 3.Te4 Le3 (L:d6?) 4.Le5 Lc5 5.Th4+ T:h4#

b) 1...L:d6+ (Ld2+?) 2.Ka4 Lb4 (Tc7?) 3.Ld6 Tc7 (T:e4?) 4.Te5 Tc4 5.Lf8+ L:f8#
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2R4SBE7r8AtdzZFdTFUUTEyOUk/view?resourcekey=0-pgtaesNiBXOExnlQF_A0aA


Dmitri Turevski

Silver medal
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(3+3)hs#4 2.1;...

2nd Prize: no. 4

In an aristocratic miniature, all pieces move in both solutions. The

play is well unified, with a pregnant diagonal-orthogonal correspon-

dence: after the initial black battery fires, the black Queen actively

selfblocks and launches a cross-checks ending – the theme of the

15th Romanian Tzuica tournament.

This superb composition, which surely deserves to be included in

any anthology, did not receive the top place just because it received a

slightly inferior score at the technical merit. Nevertheless, the play is

subtle – please check why W1 and W2 can’t be exchanged – and the

construction is flawless.

1.Le7! (Tf6?) Ka5 2.Tf6! (Kc4?) Sf4+ 3.Kc4 Da4+ 4.Lb4+ D:b4#

1.Tb2+! (Ld2?) Ka6 2.Ld2! (Kc5?) Se3+ 3.Kc5 Da7+ 4.Tb6+ D:b6#

Torsten Linß

Bronze medal
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(2+4)hs#9.5

1st Honourable Mention: no. 19

Among the many single-line compositions, I liked this miniature set-

ting for its solving appeal and logic. All black moves are visible, so

White must waste one tempo to get the pieces back to the same posi-

tions. As the wS can’t lose a tempo in 9 moves, the wK must triangu-

late. Due to these constraints, the order of Black moves is uniquely

determined. Like in the 2nd Prize, all pieces move in the solution.

For those who raise their eyebrows in disbelief when seeing the suc-

cessful place of this composition, I would like to remind them that the

main aim of the chess composition is to produce pleasure to solvers.

The only reason for which this wonderful composition doesn’t get a

Prize is the very strong similarity of the idea with another single-line

helpselfmate but using an entirely different matrix.

1...a5 2.Kb7 a4 3.Ka6 a3 4.Sa4 (4.S∼?) Kc8 5.Kb5 Sd8 6.Ka5 a2

7.Ka6 a1=T 8.Ka7 Tc1 9.Ka8 Tc7 10.Sb6+ S:b6#

Mario Parrinello
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(3+7)hs#4.5

b) 
g3→g4

2nd Honourable Mention: no. 7

A lovely conception: one of the set black batteries is dismantled to

allow the promotion of the wPg5, while the remaining one delivers

the mate after capturing the promoted wQ. Although the arrangement

of the black batteries is known from the 21st Romanian Tzuica tour-

nament (see Commendations – Anirudh Daga & S. K. Balasubrama-

nian and Kostas Prentos), the motivation for black battery disman-

tling seems to be original. Although the superb economy is a plus,

the absence of white strategy slightly mars the overall impression.

Nevertheless, a solid and convincing piece of work.

a) 1...Lf6 2.g:f6 Td8 3.f7 Te8+ 4.f:e8=D Se4 5.Db5+ L:b5#

b) 1...Th6 2.g:h6 Lc4 3.h7 Lg8 4.h:g8=D Se3 5.Da2+ T:a2#
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Hiroaki Maeshima
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(6+9)hs#3.5 2;1.1;...

Commendation: no. 3

Two pairs of pieces exchange functions:

1st pair wBb1–wRc2: Mutual Grimshaw on wK initial square.

2nd pair bBc4–bRd4: Peri-critical maneuver / Guard of wK flight(s).

Compared to the first prize, the content looks less impressive, and the

interplay is quite limited. Moreover, both exchanges are half-active.

Purists may rightly criticize the fictitious strategy and claim wBb1

is useless in the second solution, because there is no equivalent of

the thematic try 3.Ka2? from the first solution to justify the need

of wBb1 obstruction. Although this flaw might be avoided, there is

another one: wBb1 guards a flight in the first solution, while wRc1

doesn’t do the same in the second solution.

1...La6 2.Kb3 Lc8 3.Lc2 Le6 4.Dc7+ S:c7#, 1...Th4 2.Kd2 Th8 3.Tc2 Td8 4.De7+ S:e7#

Niels Danstrup
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(3+3)hs#4 2.1;...

Commendation: no. 5

Another aristocratic miniature in which all pieces move in both solu-

tions ending in two echo mates. However, the not perfectly matching

play and the rather simple strategic effects reduce the artistic impres-

sion, hence the lower ranking.

1.Ld7 Kd5+ 2.Kf5 Tg4 3.Tc4 Dd6 4.Le6+ D:e6#

1.Tb3 Tc3 2.Kf4 Kc4 3.Ke4 Tf3 4.Ld5+ D:d5#

Sven Trommler
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(5+11)hs#4.5 b) �c8→f8

Commendation: no. 9

The ambition is quite high: to show the dismantling of an existing

battery and its complete rebuilding on two distinct lines with the ex-

change of front and rear pieces. But there is also a price to pay: the

mating move is played by the bB to the same square and the wRs play

is reduced to clear the path of the bR.

a) 1...Lg8 2.T:g7 Lh7 3.Te7 Tg8 4.Te2 Th8 5.Tc1+ Lb1#

b) 1...Le6 2.T:f6 Lf5 3.T:d6 Te6 4.Td2 Te5 5.Tc1+ Lb1#

Congratulations to the authors of the awarded compositions and many thanks to the director and all

participants for the entertaining hours I spent studying their works.

Participants: Borodavkin, Sergiy: 8; Cioflânkă, Mihaiu: 15; Danstrup, Niels: 5 (comm.); Dimitrov,

Ognian: 13; Evseev, Georgy: 2; Gasparyan, Alexey: 20; Gatti, Daniele: 12; Kirtley, Mark: 11; Linß,

Torsten: 19 (1st hon. ment.); Maeshima, Hiroaki: 3 (comm.); Medintsev, Vitaly: 16; Novomesky,

Daniel: 17; Oganesjan, Aleksey: 14; Parrinello, Mario: 7 (2nd hon. ment.); Petković, Nikola: 10 (1st

pr.); rgirakopoulos, Themis: 1; Semenenko, Olexandr: 6; Semenenko, Valery: 18; Trommler, Sven: 9

(comm.); Turevski, Dmitri: 4 (2nd pr.).
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