
FIDE World Cup 2025

in Composing Chess Problems

— Definitive awards —

This PDF file contains the final awards of the FIDE World Cup 2025 in composing. A total of 279

problems and studies have been received. The following table gives a break down of the numbers for the

various sections together with the numbers of prizes, honourable mentions and commendations awarded:

section received awarded

Pr HM Comm

twomovers 25 4 3 4

threemovers 28 3 3 2

moremovers 27 3 5 5

eg studies 43 5 5+2 3

helpmates 50 5 7 6+1

selfmates 26 4 3+1 3+1

heterodox 20 2 2 3

fairies 39 3+1 3 4

retros + pg 21 2 2 4
∑

279 31+1 33+3 34+2

During the claims stage, three problems were found to be unsound (one selfmate and two retros). In

contrast, one study that was deemed to be unsound is now included in the award. One helpmate and one

retro turned out to partially anticipated. The awards have been adjusted by the judges accordingly. Also,

there have been objections regarding the originality of the winner of the moremover section which the

judge rejected as unjustified.

Winners:

section Gold medal Silver medal Bronze medal

twomovers Gvozdják Murashev Vasylenko

threemovers Shavyrin Doukhan Kusovkov

moremovers Banaszek Shavyrin Gavrilovski

eg studies Pasman Minski Arestov

helpmates Klemanič Gavryliv Petković

selfmates Gvozdják Oganesjan Richter

heterodox Petković Turevski Linß

fairies Tribowski Shankar Ram Dyachuk

retros + pg Prentos Hambros Parrinello

Notes: Two awards have not been translated into English. Given the availability of tools like DeepL and

Google Translate, I consider a translation unnecessary.

Some solutions in the studies section are very short. The full solutions provided by the authors can be

found in the PGN-file distributed with this award.

Torsten Linß (worldcupcomposing2025@gmail.com) Hagen, 1 November 2025

mailto:worldcupcomposing2025@gmail.com


Selfmates

— Award by Ivan Soroka —

From the World Cup director, I received 26 selfmates in anonymous form. The level of the competition

was rather high, despite a shortage of large-scale strategic style problems.

The following problems could not be included in the award: No. 4 (Ka5-Kc5): Ž. Janevski’s mechanism

featuring a fourfold cycle of white moves has been used dozens (!) of times. The author failed to

add anything new to the cyclic thematic domain. No. 7 (Kh4-Kf5): Two significant anticipations: s#5,

A. Azhusin & A. Selivanov, P1421391 and s#6, A. Selivanov, P1101451. No. 10 (Kf4-Ke6): A good

idea, but it surely needs further improvement. No. 11 (Ka8-Ke4): The 3rd and 4th moves in both variants

are the same; what is worse, the problem is seriously anticipated: s#5, O. Efrosinin, P1366080, s#5,

A. Selivanov, P1393012. No 22 (Ke4-Kg4): cook 1.Sf7 Lc1 2.Df1 [3.Sf6+ Kg3 (3...K:h4 4.De1+ f2

5.T:h3+ K:h3 6.Dh1+ Kg3 7.S:h5+ Kg4 8.S:e5+ D:e5#) 4.Dg1+ K:h4 etc. 5.De1+ f2 6.T:h3+ K:h3

7.Dh1+ Kg3 8.S:h5+ Kg4 9.S:e5+ D:e5#] Ld2 3.Sh6+ Kg3 4.T:f3+ etc.

The proposed award is as follows.

Peter Gvozdják

Gold medal
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(14+7)s#3

1st Prize: no. 3

A fantastic problem; in a rather light construction, the author pre-

sented a grandiose concept: Shedey theme in 4 variants. The mech-

anism is highly refined; its implementation complies with “the self-

mate spirit”. The white king has two flights: c4 and d3, so in the

threat, White blocks one of these squares, while in the checkmate

pattern the other one is controlled by the black king. The two de-

fences 1...Sf2, 1...Se3 involve a subtle differentiation of White’s re-

sponses. The first moves in both phases are nice, ambushing behind

own knights; the white-black half-battery is transformed into a black

royal battery. An unforgettable and beautiful modern style problem.

My respect and congratulations to the author.

I would like to note that a similar matrix was used in a well-known

problem by P. Gvozdják, P1196881, see Annex A1. The author of

F3 changed the pattern of P1196881 so skilfully that the output was an absolutely new creation with

a concept much superior to that of A1. The scheme seems to be the same, but the thematic content is

drastically different due to replacement of the defences 1...d1=T(S)/d1=D(L) with 1...Se3/Sf2. Instead

of reciprocally changed continuations and le Grand theme, we see the Shedey theme in 4 variants.

1.Tg4? [2.Sc4+ A Ke4+ 3.Dd4+ L:d4#] Se3 a 2.Sd3+ B Kd5+ 3.Td4+ L:d4#,

1...La6 b 2.Sf7+ C Ke4+ 3.Dd4+ L:d4#, 1...Sf2 c 2.Sg6+ D Kd5+ 3.Td4+ L:d4#, but 1...Le6!

1.Td7! [2.Sd3+ B Kd5+ 3.Dd4+ L:d4#] Se3 a 2.Sf7+ C Ke4+ 3.Td4+ L:d4#,

1...La6 b 2.Sg6+ D Kd5+ 3.Dd4+ L:d4#, 1...Sf2 c 2.Sc4+ A Ke4+ 3.Td4+ L:d4#

The author indicates an extra try with Rudenko, Barnes and Mäkihovi themes involving all of White’s

thematic moves, but in my opinion this does not enhance the value of the problem, since it is very high

anyway. It looks like the try 1.Tg5? would like to “share the glory” of the two Shedey theme phases.

1.Tg5? [2.Sc4+ A Ke4+ 3.Dd4+ L:d4#, 2.Sd3+ B Kd5+ 3.Dd4+ L:d4#]

1...La6 2.Sf7+ C Ke4+ 3.Dd4+ L:d4#, 2.Sg6+ D Kd5+ 3.Dd4+ L:d4#, but 1...Se3! a and 1...Sf2! c
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Aleksey Oganesjan

Silver medal
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(16+5)s#9

2nd Prize: no. 18

The main plan 1.Dc7+ S:c7# fails because the white king’s f8-flight is

not blocked: 2.Kf8. The straightforward attempt to block that square

with the bishop is also unsuccessful: 1.Lf4? 2.Lh6 3.Lf8 4.Dc7+

S:c7#, but 1...h2 2.Lh6 hg=D 3.Lf8 D:d1! The try 1.b3? also fails:

1...g3! (But not 1...d5? 2.Sf3! g:f3 3.ef3 d4 4.Lf4 h2 5.Lh6 h1D

6.Lf8 Dh2 7.f4! D:f4 8.ef4 d3 9.Dc7+ S:c7#)

Therefore, White plays in a radical way, getting rid of the main oppo-

nent: 1.S:h3! g:h3 (Not 1...g3 in view of 2.L:g3 d5 3.Lf4 d:e4 4.Tb3!

Ka4 5.Lh6 Ka5 6.Lf8 Ka4 7.Tb8+ Ka5 8.Dc7+ S:c7#, 3...d4 4.Lh6

d:e3 5.Sf2! e:f2 6.Lf8 f1=D 7.Dc7+ S:c7#)

Second foreplan: 2.b3! d5 3.e5! d4 (3.Lf4? h2 4.Lh6 h1=D 5.Lf8

Dh2!) 4.e4! d3 (4.Lf4? h2 5.Lh6 h1=D 6.Lf8 D:c6!) 5.e3! d2

(5.Lf4? h2 6.Lh6 h1=D 7.Lf8 Dg1!) and only now the main plan

works: 6.Lf4 h2 7.Lh6 h1=D 8.Lf8 D∼ 9.Dc7+ S:c7#.

An interesting multi-faceted logical problem in which the white Lh2 tries to break through to the f8

square and block it. A systematic movement of white pawns on the e-file and of the black d-pawn, with

White refusing to capture the black pawn. Premature attempts to implement the main plan 1.Lf4 are

invariably refuted by Black in various ways. A well-deserved prize-winner of the competition.

Frank Richter

Bronze medal
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(8+10)s#16

3rd Prize: no. 23

1...d:e3 2.D:g4+ L:g4#

1.Sf1? Le8 2.Le4?? no threats.

1.Sf1? Le8 2.Sg3 Ld7 3.Dc4??

1.Sc2! [2.D:g4+ L:g4#] Le8 2.S:d4 [3.Sge6+ fe6#] Ld7 3.Sc2 Le8

4.Se3 Ld7 (switchback) 5.Sf1! Le8 6.Sg3 Ld7 7.Dc4+ Ke3 8.D:c3+

Kf4 9.Dc4+ Ke3 10.De2+ Kf4. The two black pawns c3 and d4

are no longer on the chessboard. 11.Sf1 Le8 12.Le4! ∼ 13.Dd2+

K:e4 14.Sg3+ (switchback) Kf3 15.De2+ Kf4 16.Se6+ fe6# (8...Kf2

9.Dd2+ Kg1 10.Ld4+ K:h2 11.Lf1+ K:g3 12.Dg2+ Kf4 13.D:g4+

L:g4#)

A problem with classical pendulum manoeuvres and switchbacks. It

is a pity that Black has no defence against the threat arising after

12.Le4. C. f. F. Richter, 19792, Die Schwalbe 327, 6/2024, P1422520.

Mikhail Khramtsevich
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(7+10)s#4

4th Prize: no. 6

An economical setting devoid of white pawns; in the threat and two

variants, there is a cyclic interchange of white pieces’ moves ABC-

BCA-CAB. Quite a few similar problems have been composed in

the past 20 years; M. Khramtsevich is particularly active in devel-

oping this thematic domain. In the problem under review, an ex-

tra feature is Black Correction in black rook’s play 1...Te5!; unfor-

tunately, however, the bundle of variants 1...D∼ with play identi-

cal to that appearing in the variant 1...Te5 detracts from the impres-

sion.

1.Sb3! [2.Sb4+ A T:b4+ 3.Lb7+ B S:b7 4.Sc5+ C S:c5#]

1...Te∼ 2.Lb7+ B S:b7 3.Sc5+ C S:c5 4.Sb4+ A D:b4#

1...Te5! 2.S:c5+ C T:c5 3.Sb4+ A D:b4+ 4.Lb7+ B D:b7#

Byplay: 1...Dc1,e3,g5,d6,e5,f8,f5 2.S:c5+ D:c5 3.Sb4+ T:b4 + 4.Lb7+ T:b7#
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Waldemar Tura
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(10+14)s#2

1st Honourable mention: no. 1

1.Lh2! [2.Sd6+ T:d6#]

1...e2 2.S:d2+ T:d2#

Play of the black battery Td5+Lg8.

1...Ld∼ 2.Dd4+ T:d4#

1...Lc3! 2.Dd3+ T:d3#

White queen’s play in response to play by the black Ld2.

1...f4 2.Te5+ T:e5#

1...d6 2.L:f5+ T:f5#

Black pawns opening lines for white pieces.

SOTF 3×2 theme. One of the few methods to invigorate the s#2

genre.

Anatoli Stopotschkin
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(12+11)s#12

2nd Honourable Mention: no. 19

The focal point for the forthcoming encounter is the d2-square. Main

plan: 1.Tff2? ∼ 2.T:d2+ T:d2 3.T:d2+ D:d2#, but 1...T:b5! There-

fore, 1.Scb4+! Ta:b4! (1...Tb:b4? 2.T:d2+ D:d2#) 2.Tff2 [3.T:d2+

T:d2+ 4.T:d2+ D:d2#] T2b3 3.T:f6! [4.T:d2+ D:d2#] Tb2. White

opens the way for his Qf7. 4.Tff2 [5.T:d2+ T:d2+ 6.T:d2+ D:d2#]

T2b3 5.Tf1 [6.T:d2+ D:d2#] (switchback) Tb2 6.Df2 T2b3 7.Dg1

Tb2 8.Dg2 T2b3. Now the white queen guards the e4-square, so that

she can be sacrificed at the right moment, giving up the excessive

control of d2. 9.g8=S! ∼ 10.D:e4+! K:e4 11.Sgf6+ Kd3 12.T:d2+

D:d2#

A classical problem with pendulum maneuvers by white line-pieces.

The idea is not new and has been implemented more than once by

German problemists as well as by I. Soroka, this tourney’s judge. Such content is not enough to justify a

prize for this problem, but in general it is a good composition deserving a distinction. To the pendulum

maneuvers, the author added a knight underpromotion as well as a Bristol (Tf1, Df2). It seems to me

that the Bristol could have been made as long as possible by shifting the queen to f8. A plus for the

problem is a second preliminary plan 1.Scb4+; a minus is the white Lb5’s pitiful role, as it must keep

the Bc4 pinned.

Indrek Aunver
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(10+9)s#4

3rd Honourable mention: no. 8

1.K:d2? d3 2.e4 L:b4#, but 1...L:b4+!

1.f7? L:b4 2.Df6+ Ke3 3.L:d2+ L:d2#, but 1...d3!

1.Tg2! L:b4 (1...d3 2.e3+ Kf3 3.K:d2 L:b4#) 2.Dg4+

(2...Ke3 3.L:d2+ L:d2#) 2...Ke5 3.Dg5+ Ke4 4.T:f2+ Sf3#

A small spectacular problem with an unexpected finale.
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Aleksandr Feoktistov
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(7+5)s#7

Commendation: no. 12

1.h7! g4 2.Dd6+ Kg7 3.f8=L+ Kh8 4.Lg7+ K:h7 5.Dh2+ Kg6

6.Dc2+ Kh5 7.Dh7+ L:h7#

1...L:h7 2.Tb8+ Kf8-e7 3.f8=D+ Kd7 4.De8+ Kc7 5.Dc6+ K:b8

6.Db6+ Kc8 7.Df5+ L:f5#, 6...Ka8 7.De4+ L:e4#

1...L:f7 2.h8=D+ Lg8 3.Df6+ Lf7 4.S:g5 Ke8 5.Se6 L:g6+ 6.Df5

Lg∼ 7.Dg6+ L:g6#

The duel between the white queen and the black bishop ends in four

trivial model mates.

José A. Garzón
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(10+14)s#2

Commendation: no. 2

1.e4! [2.e:f5+ S:f5#]

1...d:e3 ep. 2.Td6+ S:d6#

1...f:e3 ep. 2.D:f5+ S:f5#

1...f:e4 2.Dg4+ Sf5#

1...D:e4 2.Sc7+ S:c7#

Two pairs of variants in which the key-making white pawn is taken,

with two variants featuring its e.p. capture on the e3-square.

Mark Erenburg
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(9+13)s#7

Commendation: no. 13

1.a5! [ ] L∼ 2.Sc7+ Kc5 3.Se6+ Kd5 4.S:f4+ Kc5 5.Se6+ Kd5 6.f4

∼ 7.De4+ D:e4#

1...Sf1 2.Sb8 Kc5! 3.Tc6+ Kd5 4.Td6+ Kc5 5.Dc8+ K:d6 6.Dd7+

Kc5 7.D:d4+ D:d4#

1...f:g5 2.Th6 ∼ 3.Dd7+ Dd6 4.D:b5+ Dc5 5.Dc4+ Ke5 6.D:d4+ Kf5

7.Dd5+ D:d5# (change of places of Df5 and Kd5)

Three variants with quiet (checkless and non-capturing) moves; un-

fortunately, they are not united by a common idea.

Participants: Aunver, Indrek: 8 (3rd hon. ment.); Banszek, Marcin: 25 (sp. hon. ment.); Borodavkin,

Sergiy: 22 (cooked); Dimitrov, Ognian: 11; Erenburg, Mark: 13 (comm.); Feoktistov, Aleksandr: 12

(comm.); Garzón, José A.: 2 (comm.); Gasparyan, Alexey: 26; Gatti, Daniele: 21; Gvozdják, Peter: 3

(1st pr.); Holubec, Jozef: 15; Jordan, Gunter: 16; Khramtsevich, Mikhail: 6 (4th pr.); Labai, Zoltán:

9; Libiš, Zdeněk: 7; Linß, Torsten: 14 (sp. comm.); Novomesky, Daniel: 20; Oganesjan, Aleksey: 18

(2nd pr.); Pankratiev, Aleksandr: 4; Raican, Paul: 24; Richter, Frank: 23 (3rd pr.); Shalygin, Oleg: 10;

Stopochkin, Anatoli: 19 (2nd hon. ment.); Trommler, Sven: 17; Tura, Waldemar: 1 (1st hon. ment.);

Yuzyuk, Viktor: 5.
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Special distinctions for miniatures

Marcin Banaszek
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(4+3)s#25

Special Honourable Mention: no. 25

Main plan: 1.D:e6+? D:e6+! 2.Kd4,Kf4! The white king has two

unguarded squares: d4 and f4. The black queen enjoys full freedom

and can endlessly pursue the white king by checks; so it is clear that

forced play will follow.

1.Dh4+! Kd7! 2.Dd8+ Kc6 3.Db6+ Kd7 4.Tb7+ Ke8 5.Dc6+ Kf8

6.Df3+ Ke8 7.Df7+ Kd8 8.Dc7+ Ke8 9.Dd7+ Kf8 10.De7+ Kg8

11.Df7+ Kh8 12.Df6+ Kg8 13.Tg7+ Kh8 14.Tg4+ Kh7 15.Th4+

Kg8 16.Dg5+ Kf8,Kf7 17.Tf4+ Ke8 The f4-square is blocked.

18.Tb8+ Kd7 19.Dd8+ Kc6 20.Db6+ Kd7 21.Tb7+ Ke8,Kc8

22.Dc6+ Kd8 23.Td7+ Ke8 24.Td4+ Ke7 The d4-square is also

blocked. Time has come for the main plan: 25.D:e6+ D:e6# with

epaulette mate.

Byplay: 1...Kf7 2.T5b7+ → s#16, 4...Kc8 5.Tc7+ → s#20, 5...Kd8 6.Td7+ → s#21, 6...Kg8 7.Df7+ →

s#20)

A logical problem in miniature form; systematic movement of the white queen and the black king, cre-

ation and play of white batteries, the black king’s return to the initial position at the end of the solution.

Torsten Linß
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(5+2)s#8 b) �e1

Special Commendation: no. 14

a) 1.c8=S! Kc1 2.Sb6 Kd1 3.Sa4 Kc1 4.Df4+ Kd1 5.Td2+ Kc1

6.Td3+ Kb1 7.Tb3+ Ka1 8.Sc2+ S:c2#

b) 1.c8=L! Kc1 2.Ld7 Kd1 3.La4+ Kc1 4.Dc4+ Lc3 5.Tb4 Kd2

6.De2+ Kc1 7.Sb3+ Kb1 8.Db2+ L:b2#

Forsberg theme on the e1-square. An interesting nuance: White pro-

motes his pawn to the same type of piece as the one occupying the

e1-square in the diagram position.

Annex

Peter Gvozdják

13911 Die Schwalbe 12/2008

2nd Prize (s#2-3)

�� �� �
� � � �
� � ���
� # � ��
� � � �
� ��� �
�� � � !
� � � �

(11+8)s#3

1.Te4? [2.Sb3+ A Kb5+ 3.Tb4+ L:b4#,

1...d1=T,S 2.Sa4+ B Kc4+ 3.Db4+ L:b4#,

1...d1=D,L 2.Sd7+ C Kc4+ 3.Db4+ L:b4#,

1...Ld1 2.Se6+ D Kb5+ 3.Tb4+ L:b4#, but 1...Th4!

1.Tb8! [2.Sa4+ B Kc4+ 3.Tb4+ L:b4#,

1...d1=T,S 2.Sb3+ A Kb5+ 3.Db4+ L:b4#,

1...d1=D,L 2.Se6+ D Kb5+ 3.Db4+ L:b4#,

1...Ld1 2.Sd7+ C Kc4+ 3.Tb4+ L:b4#
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