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FEN: b2R1K2/4BR2/1p2p1pp/qP2k3/1r1p1p2/n7/2PN1pPP/8

Mate in 10 moves

Main plan: 1. Bd6+? Kd5 2. B:b4+ Ke5 3. Bd6+ Kd5 4. B:a3+ Ke5 5. Bd6+ Kd5
6. c4+ d:c3 ep 7. Bb4+ Ke5 8. B:c3+ Q:c3!

Preplan: 1. h3! threat 2. Bf6+ Kf5 3. g4+ f:g3 ep 4. Bh4+ Keb5 5. B:g3#

1. ... Qa7 2. Bd6+ main plan Kd5 3. B:b4+ Ke5 4. Bd6+ Kd5 5. B:a3+ Ke5

6. Bd6+ Kd5 7. c4+ d:c3 ep 8. Bb4+ Qd7 9. R:d7+ Ke5 10. B:c3#

1. ... Rb3 2. Bd6+ part of main plan Kd5 3. B:a3+ Ke5 4. Bd6+ Kd5 5. c4+ d:c3 ep
6. Be7+ Ke5 7. Bf6+ threat-play Kf5 8. g4+ f:g3 ep 9. Bh4+ Ke5 10. B:g3#

Logical problem.

In the try White plays the main plan with the Siers battery on the d-line, the Rehm
mechanism is shown. White forces the opening of the diagonal line (e5-c3) by Black's en
passant capture, but fails on the eighth move because the black queen defends the mating
square (c3). After the quiet key in the short threat the second Siers battery plays on the f-
line. Here the other diagonal line (€5-g3) is opened by forcing a black en passant capture
on the g3-square.

Black has two defences against the threat: 1...Qa7 attacks the f7-square, where the rear
piece of the f-battery is placed. As a result, however, Black loses control of the square ¢3
and White can successfully realise his main plan with the Rehm mechanism and forcing
the en passant capture.

The second defence 1...Rb3 guards the square (g3), on which White gives mate in the
threat. Now White must close the horizontal line of the white rook (b3-g3). The Siers



battery does this on the d-line by forcing a black en passant capture on the c3-square.
Then the other Siers battery continues the play on the f-line and gives mate as in the
threat.

Conclusion: The pendulum moves of the white bishop with the two Siers batteries are
connected with three en passant captures by Black. Two of these are identical (d:c3 ep),
one in each variation (on move 5 or 7), but with different functions (opening the diagonal
line or closing the horizontal line).

The author's rather technical and formal description of the problem is supplemented by an
artistic evaluation and commentary by the competition judge:

»In the main plan, a pendulum of white batterie rook/bishop annihilates the rook on b4 and
the knight on a3 and prepares a forced en passant capture, which enables a checkmate
move from ¢3. However, this plan also opens up a line from a5 to ¢3, so the black queen
must be decoyed in a foreplan. This foreplan starts with a discreet pawn move on the
opposite edge of the board, threatening an echo of the main plan with a forced en passant
capture by pawn f4. After 1...Qa7, the main plan works as expected, delayed by one move,
as Black has gained the new (but weak) defence Qd7. The most remarkable thing
happens after 1...Rb3. From a logical point of view, this is only a side variation, prolonging
the threat to the full 10 moves. From an artistic point of view, however, this is the most
memorable line: White starts on the left flank, uses the en passant capture from the main
plan to close the b3-g3 line again, and then switches to the right flank to deliver checkmate
with the en passant capture of the threat. The fact that the setup is largely symmetrical
does not bother me, as the play on the two flanks is so different. A very impressive
performance.” (Kjell Widlert)

Logical problem, main plan, preliminary plan, pendulum moves, Siers batteries, Rehm
mechanism, switchbacks, en passant captures, line openings, line closures, echo play.
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